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, ..}?'cdcraiion orNaacm 1992 (in this Bll‘ ref rred toas the “PrmCIpalAct") is

C 2689
ABILL

FOR
ANACT TO AMEND 171 MIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL ACT, CAPNI123, Laws

OF TUE §?;3D12Rf_«;1‘gom O?-‘ NIGERIA 1992 To REMOVE BOTTL ENECKS

THE CURRENT REALITIES TN REGULA ING PRESS AND I‘OR R_T_‘LATI:D
MATTERS

Spensored by Hon. Olusegun Odebunmi

! 1 Commencement

BE 1T ENACTED %v ihe \Jcl'UO a! Assembly of the Federal

.. Bepublic ol ’\.lffczrxq

. The ."‘\,rl 1 PrCSa Councu A\,t Cap \5128 Laws of the

Amendment of
the Principal Act

EIC‘ le amendedas set out in thss Bi’i.

2. Seetion 2 Of*hl. Prmupai Actis amcnded by subs ’{ttutmcr the  Amendment of

Section 2
cxisting seciion {b, foranow section (2) toread as foliows

2. Establishme 'uu{ 1Liéf}ardforik,\,(‘uncl*

AL thfs ;_af lished, Loard forms, Council, which:

{ ;)Ash.?.;_ seTve cn :'.nradwsm'y capacny_. tothe Cqun_ci] ona part—time
basis without direct Interforence in the da;;f ta- da adminjstration of the
Council;

shall seat once in 12 qua wrter oxeept on an cmergency request by

q

the Councilthrough the cx;cut;‘v secretary of the Council;

g

(iii} shali consistof:
{a) onerepr csentmw“ UF?ﬂéN ige ri("* U*li“n of Journalist;
{b}one representative ot the Nigeran Gm‘d of Editors;
{c) one representative of the Ne_wspapers Proprietors Association

of Migeria, who shatl be person with experience in journalism;

{d) two representatives of the general public, one of whom shall be




C 2670

Amendment of
Section 3

Nigerian Press Council Act (Amendment) Bill, 2019 - 2018

alegal practitionerand a woman;
. () one representative of the Broadcasting Organisation of Nigeria;

(f) one representati-ve- of the Federal Ministry of information, who
shall be a pefson witﬂh eﬁperiénce journalism; .

(6:3) executivé secretary of the council, who shall serve as secretary to
the Board. ' |

{2) The Chairman of the Council shall be appointed by the President
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria on the recommendation of the Minister in
charge of information, and shall be aperson:

(a) of high intellectual and moral qualities and knowledgeable in
media and public affairs;

(b) with not fess than fifteen years experience in journalism.

(3) Members of the board under subsection 1 (d} and (f) of this section
shall be appointed:by the President on the recommendation of the Minister, and
members of the Council appointed under subsection | (a), (b}, (<), and (¢) shall
be appointed by the President on the recommendation of the Minister after an
election by or on the nomination of the unions, association or other body
concern.

(4) The supplementary provisions sct out in the First Schedule to this
Act shall have effect with respect to the tenure and ot.hér muatters contained
therein.

3. Section 3 of the Principal Act is héreby .amended by substituting
the existing section (3) foranew section(3) to read as follows:

3. Functions ofthe Council:

{D)The Council shallbe charged with the duty to:

{a) regulate the printmedia and related media houses;

{b} ensure truthfil, genuine and guality services by print media
houses and media practitioners;

(c) with the approval of the Minister in charge of information,

estzblish and disseminate a national Press Code and standards to guide conduc
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i of print media, reated media houses and media practitioners;

2 (d) approve penalties and fines against violation of the Press Code
3 by print media houses and media practitioners, including revocation of
4 ficence;

5 (e) teceive, process and consider applications for the
6 establishment, ownership and operation of print media and other related
7 media houses;

g (f) with the approval of the Minister, grant print media and other
9 related licenses to any application considered worthy of such;

10 (g) monitor activities of the press, media and other related houses
1l to ensure compliance with the National press Code for professional and
12 ethical cenduct, Including the Nigerian Union of Journalists;

i3 (h) serves as national consultant on any legisiative or regulatory
14 issues on media and related issues;

i5 (i) research into contemporary press and media development and
16 engaging inupdating press documentation and freedom;

17 (j) foster the achievement and maintenance of high professional
18 standards by the press;

19 (k) review developments likely to restrict the supply through the
20 press, of information of public interest and imporiance or which are liable to
21 prevent frec access of the press to information and advising on measures -
22 necessary to prevent or remedy such development;

23 {1y ensure protection of the rights and privileges of journalists in the
24 tawful performance of their professional duties;

23 V(m) enquiry into complaints about conducts of the press and the
26 conduct of any person(s) or organisation(s} towards the press and exercising
27 in respect of the complaints the powers conferred upon itunder this Act;

28 () carry out such other activities as are necessary or expedient for
29 the fiuli discharge ofall or any of the functions conferred on it under thisAct.

30 {2) No person shall engage person for, operate of use apy apparatus
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1 or premises for print or related media in anywhere in Nigeria except under and
2 in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
3 (3) Where an offence under this section has been committed by an
4 individual or a body corporate, such person(s) or body corporate shall be
3 deemed to be guilty of an offence and liable to be prosccuted against and be
6  punished accordingly. Where any person or body corporate has been convicted
7 ofthis offence:
8 (i) such person er body corporate shall be liable to a fine of five
9  millionnaira only or three years imprisonment to the person or the promoter( in
10 case of body corporate or both; and
11 (i) to an additional fine of twenty thousand naira only for each day
12 during which the offence continues.
Amendment of 13 4. Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended in subsection 2(b) -by
ons 14 adding the phrase [T and Chief Accounting Officer” immediately after the word
15 "executive"toread as follows; )
16 (b) be the chief executive and the chief accounting officer of the
17 Council.
gefgg‘;ifgem of 18 5. Section 9 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting the
19 existing section 9 for a new section 9 to read as follows:
207 9. Code of Conduct:
21 (i) The Council shall establish a National Press and Ethical Code of
22 conduct for media houses and media practitioners, which shall come to effect
23 énd be disseminated aﬂef'épprovai by the Minister;
24 (2) The Council shall cause to be established in the Nigeria Press
25  Council Journal, the Cod'e of Professional and FEthical Code of Conduct as
26 'aiaproved under section (1) of this section which shall be binding on every
27  mediaHouses, journalists andmedia practitioners in Nigeria,
gézgggf‘]’gﬂt of 28" 6. Section 12 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting the
29  existingsection 12 foranew section 12 to read as follows:
30 12. Power of the Executive Secretary to Issue Summons, etc. The
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executive secretary shall have power to issue on behalf of the Council all
summons and appoint such number of interpreters as may be required under
this Act, either before or during the inquiry until the final determinaiion.

7. Section 16 of the pfincipal Act is amended changing the word
"Council” to the word “Executive Secretary” in subsection 1(c) and also
substitute the existing subsection 2 for anew subsection 2 to read as follows:

(c) by anything done against the -journalist that is capable of
limiting the preservation of the freedom of the Press guaranteed by the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended), may
make a complaint in respect thereof, in wr_iti_ng_, addressed to the executive
secretary ofthe Counéil; 7

{2} Ifthe Council is satisfied that the performance of the press isnot
consistent with the provision of the Act and the established Code of
Professional -and Ethical. Conduct, the executive secretary shali, in
accordance with such _generaj directions as may be given by the Council, lay
before the Council all comp_Igints made under subsection (1) ol'this section,

8. Section 17 of the principal Act is amended in subsection 1(c) by
nserting the werd "through the executive secretary™ immedi_a_'_fely after the

word

"Council" and.also_rsu_bstitutring the.exi_s_ting subsections 3 and 4 for a new

subsections 3 and 4 to read as follows:
(¢) the congduct of a journalist or person is, in the circumstances of

the case, blameworthy, the Council may, where appropriate, direct the

- medium of information or cause the persen concerned o publish, in such

manner asthe Council may direct, a suitabie_:apalggy or correction, and may
inaddition reprimand the journalist or person concerned in the matter.

{3} ‘Where the medium. of information or the jourmalist se
sanctioned in accordance with subsection {1} of this section does not comply
with the Couneil's decisions, the medium or journalist is guilty of an offence

and is Hable on conviction:

Amendment of
Section 16

Amendment of
Section 17
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(a) in the case of a body corporate to a fine of one million naira only;
and

(b) in the case of a journalist to a fine of two hundred and fifty
thousand naira only, and the Council shall order the suspension of the journalist
from practice for a period not exceeding six months ormore.

(4) Where there is a persistent refusal to comply with the directives of
the Council, the medium or journalist so sanctioned in accordance with
subsection (1) of this section, commits an offence and is liable on cenviction:

(a) inthe case of'a body corporate toa fine of two million naira only;

(b) in the case of a journalist to a fine of two hundred and fifty
thousand naira only; and

(¢) in an extreme case, the Council shall order the striking out the
name of the journalist from the register.

9. Section 20 of the principal Act is amended in subsection 2(b) by
increasing the suspension from three to six months to read as follows:

(b) suspending the person from practice by ordering him not to
engage in practice as a journalist for a period not exceeding six months; as may
be specified in the directive.

10. Section 21 of the principal Act is amended in subsection 5 by
increasing the fines attached to violation of the provision of subsection 1 of the
same section toread as follows:

(5) Where any person has been convicted of an offence under this
section of the Act in a High Court:

(a) he shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and fifty thousand naira
only or imprisonment for a term of two years or both and to an additional fine of
five thousand naira for each day during which the offence continues.

11. Section 28 of the principal Act is amended by substituting the
existing section 28 for a new section 28 toread-as follows;

28. Financial Provisions:

(1) The Council shall maintain a fund which shall consist of;
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1 {(a) such monies as may be, from time to time, be provided by the
2 Federal Gevernment by way of appropriation by the National Assembly or
3 Federal Government Grants;
4 (b) such percentage ;)f fees and levy to be determined and charged
3 by the Council on the annual income of licensed print media Houses and
6 media owned, established or operated by private individual(s), State or
7 Local Government(s);
g {(c) license fees, fines and penalties charged by the Council,
S pursuant o the provisions of section 17, 21 and other refated sections of this
10 Act;
11 (d) such monies as may be specified by the Council to be provided,
12 from time to time by stakeholders.
13 (e) such monies as may be received by the Council in relation to the
14 exercise of its functions under this Act; and
i3 (f) all monies raise for the purpose of the council by way of gifts,
16 loans, grants- in-aid, testamentary disposition or otherwise.
17 {c} all other assets or proc_eeds from same, that may from time to
18 time accrued to the Council.
19 12. Section 33 ofthe principal Act is amended in subsections l and  Amendment of
20 2 by increasing the fines attached to each subsections: Seeton
21 (1) Any person(s) who, without documentation with the Council,
22 ‘own, publishes or prints a newspaper, magazine or journal commits an
23 offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of five million naira or to a term
24 of three years imprisonment or both. And to an additional finc of twenty
25 thousand naira for every day the offence continues.
26 [No. 60 of 1999.§
27 (2) Any news agent who circulates for sale, any copy of a
28 . newspaper, nagazine, or journal t;lat is not documented in accordance with
29 the provisions of this Act commits an offence and is liable on convictiontoa
30 fine of two hundred and fifty thousand naira or to a term of one year
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1 imprisonment orboth.
2 (3) Any person who carried news, established to be fake thereafter,
3 conmmits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of five million naira ora
4 term of two years imprisonment or both, and a compensation of two million
3 naira payable to the person{s), group(s), corporate body(é), government or any
& ofits agencies whom the news was carried against.
7 {4) Any print media house whose medium was used to carry such
8  newsas specified in subsection 3 of this seciion is liable on conviction to a fine
9 tenmillion naira or closure of such medium fora period of one year or both, and
10  a compensation of twenty million naira payable to the person(s), group(s),
11 corporate body(s), government or any of its agencies whom the news was
12 carried against. o
13 [No. 60 of 1999.]

gmsndrgznt of 14 13. Section 36 of the principal Act is amended in subsection I(b) by

e 15  replacing the word "Chairman" appearing immediately after the pronoun "its"

16  with the ‘word "Executive Secretary". And also in subsection 2 by increasing
17 - thefine attached to violation ef the provision of the section to read as follows:
12 (b)a cause of action has been taken against the owner or publisher ofa
19 newspaper, magazine or journal by reason of that failure, the Council may, by
20  notice signed by its Executive Sceretary addressed to the owner or publisher
21 " require the owner or publisher to deliver forthwith or send to the Council, the
22 -annualreturns as required by this Act.
23 (2) Any owner or publisher, required by notice to deliver or send 2
24  copy of the returns on performance, who fails to delivel.‘ or send the annual
25 returns within ten days of the receipt of such notice is guilty of an offence and
26 liable on conviction toa fine of tifty thousand naira for every dav on which the
27 offence continues. ‘
78 [No. 60 of 1998.] .

;\ :::l::h‘:gﬁ of 29 14. Bection 37.of the Principal Act Is amended by Introducing a new
3¢ peragraph after the last paragraph to define the word "Board" within the



2019

Nigerian Press Council Act (Amendment) Bill, 2019 C 2677
1 context ofthis Acttoread as follows:
2 "Board" means a body of persons appointed in line with section 2 of this Act
3 * to serve in advisory capacity for the Council, also perform its fimction on
4 part-time basis,
5 FIRST SCHEDULE
6 15. The First Schedule of the Principal Act is amended by Amendment of
7 substituting the existing first schedule of the Act for a new First Schedule to E?;:eslgiii?;i
read as follows; Supplementary Provision Relating to the Council: e
9 1. (2) the Chairman of the board shall hold office for a period of
i0 three years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for one more term, of
1 three years;
12 (b) members of the board specified in section 2(3) of this Act, shall
13 hold office for three years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for one
14 - more term of three years. !
15 2. (@) the chainman may by notice addressed to the President,
16 through'the Minister, resign his appointment. Any member of the board
17 referred to in paragraph 1(b) of this Schedule may, by notice addressed
i8 through the Minister to the body that nominated him/her indicate his
19 intention to resign his appointment;
20 . [No. 60 of 1999.]
21 (b) where a member of the Board ceases to hold office before the
22 date when his term of office would have expired by the provisions of this
23 Act, a replacement shall be appointed to fill the vacancy for the residual of
24 time, in accordance with paragraph I{a) of this schedule.
25 3. (a) subject to the provisions of this Act and to section 27 of the
26 Interpretation Act, the Board may make standing orders relating to the
27 proceedings of the Board and of any commiitee thereof;
28 {Cap. 123)
29 (b) the quorum of the Board shall be by simple majority, including

30

the Chairman of the Board;
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4. At any time while the office of the Chairman is vacant or the
Chairman is. in the opinion of the Board, permanently or temporarily unable to
perform the functions of his office, a Vice-Chairman appointed from members
present shall perform those functions and reference in this Schedule fo the
Chairman shail be construed accordingly.

5. (&) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any personcna
particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as amember for sucha period as it
thinks fit; but such a person who is a member by virtue of this subsection shall
ot be entitied to vote at any meeting of the Board and shall not be counted as
part of members that form the quorum;

() Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph, the first meeting of the Board shall be summoned by the Minister
through the Executive Secretary.

6. (2) the Board may appoeint one oI more COMmm ittees to caiTy out on
behalf of the Board, such of its functions as the Board may determine;

(b) a committee appointed under this subsection shall consist of the
number of persons determined by the Board, and not more than one third of
those persois, may be peréons who are not members of the Board; and a person
other than a member of the Board shall hold office on the Committee in
accordance with term of his appointment;

(¢) amember of a committee of the Board shall be of no effect until it
is confirmed by the Board.

7. (a) the fixing of the seal of the Board shall be authenticated by the
signature and stamp of the Executive Secretary or of some other person
authorised generally or specifically for that purpose by the council throu ghthe
Executive Secretary;

[No. 60 of 1999.]

(b) any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person

not being a body corporate would not be required to be under seal, may be made

or executed on behalf of the Council by any person generally of specifically
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i authorised to act for that purpose by the Council, through the Executive

2 Secretary;

Lad

(¢} any document purporting 0 be a document duly executed under

4 the seal of the Council shall be received in evidence and shall, uniess the
3 conirary is proved, be presumedto be so executed.

5 8. Members of the Board who are not public officers shall be paid
7 allowance(s) as specified for that category by the Revenue Mebilisation
8 Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFC).

9 9. Nomember of the council or person helding office on a Board of
10 the council shall have any personal interest in any contract or arrangement
11 entered into or proposed to be considered by the Councilor the Board in any
12 circumstances.,

13 16. This Bill may be cited as the Nigerian Press Councii Act  Citon
i4 {Amendment) Bili, 2019,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to amend the Nigerian Press Council Act. Cap N128, Laws of
the Federation of Nigeria 1992 to remove bottlenscks affecting its
performance and make the council operate in tune with the current realities

inreguiating media,







